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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REEUGEES: VISIT BY INTERNATIONAL RESCUE 
COMMITTEE (IRC) COMMISSION 

REE: A) BANGKOK 2313 (NOTAL) B) STATE 19446 
C) STATE 22656 

1 . THE EMBASSY WELCOMES THE VISIT OE THE IRC COMMISSION TO 
STUDY THE REFUGEE PROBLEM. WE ARE CONFIDENT THE RTG WILL 
WELCOME THIS DEMONSTRATION OE HIGH-LEVAL BUT UNOEFICIAL 
CONCERN AND INTEREST WHICH CAN ONLY BENEFIT THEIR EFFORTS 
IN REFUGEE FIELD. THE EMBASSY WILL LEND EVERY ASSISTANCE TO 
ENSURE THAT THE COMMISSION HAS A USEFUL VISIT. 

2. IN VIEW OE IMPORTANCE OE THE COMMISSION AND THE 
PROMINENCE OF ITS MEMBERS, WE BELIEVE IT ESSENTIAL THAT THE 
GROUP CALL ON SENIOR RTG OFFICIALS ON THE FIRST WORKING DAY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL. NOT TO DO SO WOULD BE AN AFFRONT TO 
THAI, PARTICULARLY SINCE WE WILL BE SECURING RTG PERMISSION 
FOR THE GROUP TO ENTER CAMPS. FURTHERMORE, EARLY MEETINGS 
WITH SENIOR THAI OFEICIALS WOULD BE PARTICULARLY VALUABLE 
FOR THE COMMISSION IN ITS STUDY OF THE SITUATION HERE AND 
WOULD PROVIDE OCCASIONS FOR EXPRESSING CONTINUING US 
INTEREST IN ASSISTING THAILAND IN COPING WITH ITS 
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REFUGEE PROBLEM. 

3. FOR THIS REASON WE PROPOSE THE EOLLOWING CHANGES, 

WHICH WILL NEVERTHELESS ALLOW THE COMMISSION TO MAKE ALL 
THE REQUESTED STOPS. 

A. IN ORDER NOT TO WASTE A DAY WE SUGGEST THAT THE ENTIRE 
CHERNE GROUP TRAVEL BY DAO AIRCRAET TO SONGKHLA ON EEB 12, 
DEPARTING AT ABOUT 0800 AND RETURNING IN THE LATE AFTERNOON. 
ELIGHT TAKES TWO HOURS. 

B. THEN ON MONDAY, FEB 13, THE GROUP WOULD MEET WITH 
THE AMBASSADOR, THE EOREIGN MINISTER, PERHAPS THE PRIME 
MINISTER, UNHCR REPS AND VISIT THE DIN DAENG 

TRANSIT CENTER. IN THE EVENING THE AMBASSADOR WILL HOST 
A DINNER IN THE COMMISSION'S HONOR, TO WHICH OEEICIALS 
AND OTHERS INTERESTED IN THE REEUGEE FIELD WILL BE INVITED. 

C. ON FEB 14, WE PROPOSE THE COMMISSION DIVIDES, 

WITH ONE GROUP GOING TO ARANYAPRATHET, STAYING OVERNIGHT 
IN CHANTHABURI, VISITING KAMPUT AND LAEM SING ON EEBRUARY 
15, RETURNING TO CHANTHABURI FOR THE NIGHT OE EEB 15 
AND RETURNING TO BANGKOK ON FEB 16. THE OTHER GROUP 
WE PROPOSE VISIT NONG KHAI, LOEI AND UDORN DURING 
EEB 14-15, AND SIMILARLY RETURN TO BANGKOK ON EEB 16. 

THIS TRAVEL WILL BE BY CAR AND/OR COMMERCIAL AIR. 
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4. THESE CHANGES WILL NOT ONLY PERMIT THE GROUP TO SEE 
AS MUCH AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED, BUT IT WILL ALSO ENSURE 
THAT CLOSER ATTENTION IS GIVEN TO INLAND CAMPS WHERE MOST 
OE REFUGEES ARE. 

5. THE EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT THE DEPT DISCUSS THESE 
CHANGES WITH THE COMMISSION AND REPLY SOONEST TO ENABLE 
US TO MAKE THE DETAILED ARRANGEMENTS WITH RTG. WE 
EORESEE NO PROBLEM WITH MAKING THE SONGKHLA VISIT BEFORE 
MEETING WITH RTG OFEICIALS, BUT AN EXTENDED TOUR BEEORE 
TOUCHING BASE WITH THAI OEEICIALDOM WOULD, IT SEEMS TO 
US, BE ILL ADVISED. WE TRUST THE EOREGOING WILL MEET 

WITH THE COMMISSION'S APPROVAL. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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